
IS A MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION!

how do i apply?

Easy!  Visit our website at www.somdi.org 
click on “APPLY NOW” and you will be 
guided through the process. There is a
$25 application fee. 

Active membership begins when you
have had your membership application  
approved and have paid the tax deductible* 
annual membership fee of $70. 

how to contact us
Society of Medicolegal
Death Investigators
70 East Sherwood Drive, St. Louis, MO 63114
Phone: 314-428-8400  |  Fax: 314-423-2707

Website
www.somdi.org

E-mail
info@somdi.org 

NOTE  SOMDI is incorporated in Missouri as a not-for-profit 
501(c)(6) Corporation. Annual membership dues are tax deductible 
as a business expense.

As we move

forward, 

we must also

move upward!

President  Mary Fran Ernst, Medicolegal Death Investigator 
St. Louis County Medical Examiner’s Office 
70 East Sherwood Dr., St. Louis, MO 63114 
ernstmf@somdi.org 

vice President  Zeb Johnson, Investigator
Calcasieu Parish Coroner’s Office 
707-B East Prien Lake Rd., Lake Charles, LA 70601
zjohnson@bellsouth.net 

Secretary/Treasurer  Julie Howe, Medicolegal Death Investigator 
St. Charles, Jefferson & Franklin Counties Medical Examiner’s Office 
1402 South Grand Blvd., R512, St. Louis, MO 63104 
howej@somdi.org 

Board of Directors 
Chris Boden, Director of Operations 
Volusia County Medical Examiner ‘s Office 
1360 Indian Lake Rd., Daytona Beach, FL 32124 
chrisbodenfl@gmail.com 

Kathleen Hargrave, Chief Investigator 
St. Charles, Jefferson & Franklin Counties 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
1402 South Grand Blvd., R517, St. Louis, MO 63104 
kadiehargrave@gmail.com 

John Fudenberg, Deputy Coroner 
Clark County Coroner’s Office 
1704 Pinto Ln., Las Vegas, NV 89106
fud@co.clark.nv.us 

Scott M. Grim, Coroner
Lehigh County Coroner’s Office
501 W. Hamilton St., Allentown, PA 18101
scottgrim@lehighcounty.org 

Gwen Haugen, Investigator/Anthropologist 
St. Louis County Medical Examiner’s Office 
6059 N. Hanley Rd., St. Louis, MO 63134
gwen.haugen@yahoo.com 

Steven R. Hanson (Retired)
District 9 Medical Examiner’s Office
2350 E. Michigan St., Orlando, FL 32806
stevenhanson@hotmail.com 

John Kraemer, Director
Forensic Operations Iowa Office of the State Medical Examiner 
2250 South Ankeny Boulevard, Ankeny, IA 50023 
john.kraemer@idph.iowa.gov 

Patrick Moore, Coroner
Faulkner County Coroner’s Office
516 South German Lane, Conway, AR 72034 
faulknercoroner@aol.com 

Jack Sudimack, Chief Investigator 
Franklin County Coroner’s Office 
520 King Ave., Columbus, OH 43201 
jsudimac@franklincountyohio.gov 

Dawn Zulauf, Chief Forensic Investigator State of Maryland
Office of Chief Medical Examiner
900 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, MD 21223
zulaufd@ocmemd.org

as we move

forward

we must

also move

upward



Medicolegal Death Investigators (MLDI) are those 
individuals employed by medicolegal jurisdictions  
and other organizations who investigate violent,
suspicious, sudden and/or unexpected deaths to  
assist in the determination of a decedent’s cause  
and manner of death. 

To provide high quality, state of the art death 
investigator training and continuing educational 
opportunities to medicolegal death investigators

To encourage best practices for medicolegal death 
investigators and promote personal professional 
forensic certification through the American Board of 
Medicolegal Death Investigators (ABMDI)

To promote the highest standards of ethical conduct 
for medicolegal death investigators

To promote professional development for medicolegal 
death investigators

To provide a forum for exchange of information, 
ideas, experiences, networking opportunities and 
discussions of death investigation topics

To provide mentoring opportunities for medicolegal 
death investigators

To encourage research in the field of medicolegal  
death investigation

To provide a professional association for medicolegal 
death investigators

To provide educational meetings for medicolegal 
death investigators

Interested in serving? 
Contact the Chair! 

Bylaws Committee 

Chaired by Chris Boden 

Communications and 
Technology Committee 

Chaired by Gwen Haugen 

Data Collection and 
Research Committee 

Chaired by Scott Grim 

Education, Training and 
Grants Committee 

Chaired by Julie Howe 

Ethics Committee 

Chaired by John Kraemer 

Interdisciplinary 
Outreach Committee 

Chaired by John Fudenberg 

Marketing and 
Publications Committee 

Chaired by Jack Sudimack 

Membership Application 
Review Committee 

Chaired by Zeb Johnson 

Membership Contact and 
Expansion Committee 

Co-Chaired by Steven Hanson and
Patrick Moore 

Meeting Management and 
Program Committee 

Chaired by Mary Fran Ernst 

Policies and Procedures Committee 

Chaired by Kathleen Hargrave 

Strategic Planning Committee 

Chaired by Dawn Zulauf

What you will gain by joining 

You will gain access to state of the art, practical 
medicolegal death investigator training and 
educational opportunities via courses, meetings 
and distance learning programs designed to 
deal specifically with topics that are frequently 
encountered by MLDIs 

If you are not already ABMDI-certified (American 
Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators), the 
training and education provided by SOMDI will 
assist you in achieving that certification.  If already 
ABMDI-certified, you may acquire continuing 
education credits for your recertification 

Membership would provide you with the 
opportunity to assist in the development of  
MLDI practice standards and input to the  
current national guidelines 

A SOMDI communication system will be developed 
so that you will have access to share ideas, ask 
questions, discuss issues affecting MLDIs, assist 
others by providing them with your experiences  
and provide you with information regarding 
current job openings in our field 

By joining, you may become an active participant  
in this new movement to further improve  
death investigator capability and upgrade our 
professional status 

SOMDI will become an influential MLDI  
advocate to local, state and federal agencies for 
professional training, educational and certification 
funding.  SOMDI will not function as a collective 
bargaining unit 

SOMDI will afford you the opportunity to  
play an integral part in the first professional 
organization designed to include all medicolegal 
death investigators in Coroner and Medical 
Examiner systems 
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